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Fundamentals of applying to university and college
We are going to cover what you would ‘normally’ be doing to prepare yourself for a 
university/college application in your S5. BUT we are living in strange times at the 
moment, so we know that it is not going to be ‘normal’ for you. Some things will be 
different. DO NOT WORRY – WE ARE HERE TO SUPPORT YOU. Hang on in there…
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Brownie points
We mean this – being here means you are steps ahead already. And we think you 
deserve some brownie points for that. (Sorry we can’t offer you the real thing right 
now…)
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This is our S5 Hub – an online space for S5 students. We have blog posts on all sorts 
of info and resources for students thinking about applying to university and college. 
We are going to refer to this during the session as lots of what we are covering today 
is covered in more detail on the blog – including LOTS of links to other opportunities 
and sources of information and support. 
https://www.leapsonline.org/schoolstudents/s5-hub
We recommend it!
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Course checker – get some individual advice!
This is where you can check your course choices for S6 to double check they will help 
you towards your uni or college course. Fill in the online form, and an experienced 
advisor from LEAPS will check it over and get back to you with their advice. Use us! 

www.leapsonline.org/course-checker

(note – this is what we would have offered face-to-face at the Conference, so this is 
the next best thing).
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Some basics.
Many of you will know some of this already, but key points are:
- You have 5 choices on your UCAS form (note that this is different for Medicine/Vet 
Med – 4 plus a back up)
- Thousands of courses to choose from – and remember not limited to what you have 
studied in school – think beyond that.
- For most of you, deadline is 15 Jan but school deadline will be MUCH earlier and 
before Christmas.
- You apply to colleges directly, meaning you can apply to as many as you like, and 
apply to college and uni at the same time.
S5 Hub Blogs:
Much more detail in our blog posts – links are here:
Choosing universities and colleges –
https://www.leapsonline.org/schoolstudents/s5hub/choosing-universities-and-
colleges
Which course? – https://www.leapsonline.org/schoolstudents/s5hub/choosing-
courses-university-or-college
Reading a prospectus/guide –
https://www.leapsonline.org/schoolstudents/s5hub/how-read-prospectus
Understanding entry requirements –
https://www.leapsonline.org/schoolstudents/s5hub/understanding-entry-
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Choosing – some key questions

This is not an exhaustive list – you might have other things that are key to you. What 
are they? What are your priorities?

Something known, something new – is this a course you have some knowledge of 
e.g. studied at school, or is it something brand new?
Support – particularly important if you have needs e.g. disabilities, learning support, 
care experienced, estranged – what can they offer you? Are there bursaries?
Learning, teaching and assessment – how do they teach the course? How large are 
the classes? Is it innovative? How do they assess – no exams? Play to your strengths.
Articulation = using an HNC/D to assess year 2 or 3 of a degree – can your HN do that 
for you and where?
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Entry Requirements

For example, here is a Psychology course offered by Queen Margaret University (in 
Edinburgh). 

NOTE - Notice first BBBCC / BCCCC required at Higher level

NOTE – But if you read further you notice that not only is there a requirement at 
Higher level, there is also a requirement at National 5 level for Nat 5 English and 
Maths. So, if you don’t already have Nat 5 Maths / English and you would want to 
think about picking this up in your S6 subject choice 
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Let’s look at another example. Another Psychology course, this time offered by 
Edinburgh Napier University.

First we see that this course requires a minimum of BBCC at Higher so it is looking for 
1 less Higher. However, we can see, unlike Queen Margaret University, Napier is 
looking for a specific subject requirement at Higher (English or Literary subject). What 
is another literary subject? Don’t assume! Find out what this means – it can be 
different for each uni! We can see the subjects Napier will consider. 

This info is quite easily available on the Napier website but sometimes you have to go 
looking for this info, delving a little deeper on websites. So look carefully to help you 
make good subject choices!
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Brief look at the SCQF framework.

There are alternative routes  - remember that you can use an HNC/D at college to 
access university (and these are good qualifications in their own right!)
We often recommend a college application and a UCAS (uni) application at the same 
time to cover your bases.
Sometimes you will find that there are 2+2 courses, and courses where you start at 
college and finish at uni too – lots of options.
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Reasons for choosing a course
are these statements credible reasons for choosing a course or university?

My parents thing it is a good course and university – your parents/carers will likely 
know you quite well, so they may have something valid to offer. Just remember that it 
is you who has to do the course so you have to like it and be motivated to do it too…
I like the subject at school – well, this is very valid reason! Just remember that there 
are thousands of courses out there, and variations too e.g. you might love chemistry, 
but there are lots of chemistry-related courses beyond just ‘chemistry’ – forensics, 
chemical engineering, brewing and distilling and LOTS more… Also, courses are taught 
differently at uni, so double check that you will STILL like it when you get there.
The best, or only, way into my chosen career – there are some courses where they 
are qualifying you for a professional career, so you need that certificate! This is where 
career exploration is REALLY important – to make sure that this is the right career and 
course for you.
I have a friend who studies the course and loves it – recommendations matter! But, 
is it the right course for you? Are you identical in everything? 
It’s a prestigious course at a ‘top’ university – be careful about what is ‘prestigious’ –
we recommend doing your research about your course and subject. Is it the best 
place for you? Important to visit (in person or online!) too to make sure you will enjoy 
it.
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Looks like it has good job prospects when I graduate – looking ahead to the future is 
a good idea, but be sure that you will enjoy the course when you are doing it – it will 
last a few years!
My teacher recommended it to me – like your parents/carers, some of your teachers 
will know you really well, so there could be some validity to this. Just be careful – is it 
the right place for you? Also, did they go there themselves (that might have been a 
long time ago! ;-) )
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Stuck?
Remember you can get in touch with the course checker
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Career/Subject Exploration
Remember – whatever you find out, this is time well spent.

Some of your experiences, interests and career exploration can help you to:
- Confirm it is for you, and that’s the course you definitely want to study
- OR you might hate it, so you know it’s not for you after all
- OR it could point you in a different direction from what you thought
- OR you might not think much about it at all, really…(and maybe that is telling you 

something?)

All these things are okay! It’s more important that you give things a go, as all your 
experiences will point you in the right direction, eventually.
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To help you with how to complete career and course exploration during these strange 
times, our colleague Jenny created this S5 Hub blog post. It has info and resources on 
how to do this online during COVID-19 and a really good reflective sheet you can use 
to jot down what you have learnt while doing so. Believe us, this will really help you 
write your personal statement later (and you won’t forget things!) We’ll share this 
resource with you again later, but in the meantime:

http://leapsonline.org/schoolstudents/s5hub/career-and-course-exploration-
during-covid-19 

If you find a brilliant resource online that has helped your career or subject 
exploration, share it with us and we will share it around – social media/email us. We’d 
love to hear it.
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Our friendly contacts at the Edinburgh based universities – ready to take your 
questions!
Contact details here: www.leapsonline.org 
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Next up is our short film on ‘strengthening your application’ – the next steps. What 
else do you need to consider beyond your grades…? And how we can help you make 
sense of it all…
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Remember – we are here to help you. Even if you are pretty sure all is okay, but just 
want some extra, extra reassurance that it is looking good, get in touch. Similarly, if 
you are really stuck, get in touch!

S6
We don’t know how S6 will look yet for LEAPS, but we WILL be around to support you 
whether that is online or face-to-face. It might be a mixture of the two.

Parents/Carers
We are also producing resources for you parents and carers – please share this with 
them. It covers things that they will be concerned with, so let’s share!
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