
 

Hello. My name is Rhona and I am a member of the LEAPS team. Welcome to this session 
which is for Parents and Carers of LEAPS eligible S5 students.  

We hope you and your families are all keeping well and are safe.  

We appreciate this is a very difficult time for everyone, but we wish to reassure you that we 
are here to support LEAPS eligible students and their Parents and Carers with provision of 
information regarding Higher Education opportunities as best we can. Some information is 
unknown at the moment, but we are working with Universities and Colleges to ensure we 
are able to further support students and their Parents and Carers as and when new 
information becomes available.  

We are also watching closely for the updates regarding how SQA certification will work (now 
that exams have been cancelled this year) and how this may affect college and university 
applications.  

You can find the latest update from SQA here  (www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/93777.html) and also in 
the links resources section on the LEAPS website which accompanies this session.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The format for this session will be as per this slide.  

If you wish to follow the whole session in order please start with this Introduction then 
move onto the LEAPS Presentation which covers the support LEAPS offers, routes into 
Higher Education, subject choice and getting started on research about Higher Education 
options. We then have a session with some LEAPS volunteers who are current students and 
they will provide their view on Higher Education. We then move onto the Student Awards 
Agency Scotland (SAAS) session where we cover student funding. Finally, I will close with a 
reminder of our contact details, how to sign up to the LEAPS Parent and Carers mailing list 
and provide a link to an evaluation form for this event, which I would really appreciate if you 
could take a minute to complete.   

If you would like to jump to specific parts of this session please do so, otherwise sit back and 
enjoy the session in full. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

We have put together this online resource as a replacement for the LEAPS S5 Parent and 
Carers Information Evening which we had been due to hold on 25th March 2020.  

We hope it proves useful and would remind you that the LEAPS team are here to support 
LEAPS eligible students and their Parents and Carers.  

The LEAPS team are currently working remotely but can be contacted on email; 
leaps@ed.ac.uk and telephone; 07774 336 265. Our usual office hours are Monday to Friday 
9am -5pm.  

Useful information and links to resources can also be found on our website which can be 
found at www.leapsonline.org  

 



 

Lets begin with a brief background to LEAPS… 

LEAPS stands for the Lothians Equal Access Programme for Schools and works across every 
state high school in the South East of Scotland to increase progression to higher education 
for students who are traditionally under-represented in higher education.  

LEAPS was established almost 25 years ago and is a partnership of the local Councils and 
Universities in the South East of Scotland as shown in the slide above.  

LEAPS is also supported by Skills Development Scotland and delivers the Scottish Funding 
Councils Schools for Higher Education Programme (SHEP).  

 



 

 

LEAPS eligibility information can be found here (http://www.leapsonline.org/about/our-
eligibility-criteria) on the LEAPS website.  

You can see from this slide that LEAPS schools are split into number of categories. To check 
that your young person is LEAPS eligible please look for their school on our Schools page 
here (https://www.leapsonline.org/about/our-schools) on the LEAPS website .  

If they attend a Group 1+ or a Group 1 school then they are LEAPS eligible so long as they 
have the potential to achieve at least 3 Highers before leaving school.  

If they attend a Group 2 school or one of the schools listed as Additional Forth Valley 
schools then as well as having the potential to achieve at least 3 Highers before leaving 
school, they must also fulfil one of the criteria listed on Our Eligibility Critera page as shown 
in the above slide.      

Should you have any queries about LEAPS eligibility please do not hesistate to contact us. 

We provide impartial Information, Advice and Guidance about Higher Education to LEAPS 
eligible students and their Parents and Carers. So no matter which Higher Education course 
at any Univeristy or College students are thinking about applying to we are here to help as 
we provide multi exit advice. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

If you would like to sign up to receive relevant information from us in the future please sign 
up to the LEAPS parents and carers mailing list which can be found here 
(http://www.leapsonline.org/parents) on the Parents page of the LEAPS website. This page 
also contains other useful resources and links. 

S5 students are also receiving information from us via the LEAPS S5 Hub and from the 
recording of our on line S5 Conference event. Both of these resources can be accessed from 
our website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

At the end of the session we would really appreciate it if you could take a minute to provide 
some feedback here (https://edinburgh.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/leaps-s5-parents-info-
evaluation) 

We will provide the evaluation link again in the close section of the session. 
 

Thank you for listening and remember we are here to support you. I will now hand over to 
Jenny who is going to take you through the LEAPS presentation if you are following the full 
session in order or please access whichever part of this session you wish where other 
colleagues are waiting to provide you with information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


