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Hello, I’m Sarah, a member of the LEAPS Team.  This presentation is intended to provide a 
brief overview of student funding for higher education courses.  We recommend that you 
check the official SAAS website for full details at www.saas.gov.uk 
 
 
 

 
 
Who are SAAS?  They are the Student Awards Agency Scotland.  They are part of the 
Scottish Government. All Scottish students currently have their higher education fees paid 
by the government, and SAAS administers this. 
Students resident in Scotland are usually eligible to apply to SAAS, but for more information 
check the SAAS eligibility page.  Links are available within the resources which accompany 
this presentation. 
Before the start of a course, students should apply for tuition fees and may choose to apply 
for a bursary, loan or grant depending on their circumstances. 
Students apply for funding in the spring or early summer before their course begins.   
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SAAS is the Student Awards Agency Scotland.

It is an agency of the Scottish Government whose purpose is to help 

fund Higher Education courses for eligible Scottish students.

SAAS funding is available to students undertaking HNC, HND or Degree 

level study.

Before the start of a course, eligible students should apply for tuition 

fees and may chose to apply for a bursary , loan or grant depending 

on their circumstances.
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Students resident in Scotland studying full-time for an HN (Higher National Certificate or 
Higher National Diploma) or first degree are not required to pay tuition fees.  SAAS cover 
the costs of fees throughout the length of the course, but students must apply to SAAS to 
have them paid.  SAAS will pay the fees directly to the college or university.  Students must 
apply to SAAS for each year of their studies for their fees to be paid.   
Students are entitled to receive tuition fee payments no matter what the their household 
income is, and they do not have repay these fees. 
 

 
Students may be eligible for a bursary.  There are different types of bursaries.  For example, 
the Young Student Bursary may be awarded depending on household income.  
If the household income is below £34,000 a year, a Young Student Bursary is available.  The 
amount of bursary awarded varies depending on household income but can be up to a 
maximum of £2000 for the year.   
Other bursaries are based on individual circumstances. If a student has had experience of 
being in care or looked after in the UK, they can apply for a bursary. If a young person does 
not have parents or parental support, is married or is a parent themselves then they may 
qualify for an independent student bursary.  SAAS has lots of detail on who qualifies for 
different funding, and the amounts available. You will usually be able to find all the 
information you need online but they are also happy to help with enquiries.  Please see our 
links to resources if you would like to contact them. 
A bursary does not have to be repaid, and it is the young person choice how they spend it 
while they are a student. 

Tuition Fees

Students resident in Scotland studying full-time for an HN or first degree 

are not required to pay tuition fees.  SAAS cover the costs of fees, but 

students must apply to SAAS to have them paid.  

Students do not have repay these fees.

Bursaries

Students may be eligible for a bursary. There are different types of 

bursaries.  For example, the Young Students’ Bursary may be 

awarded depending on household income. 

Other bursaries are based on individual circumstances such as the Care 

Experienced Students’ Bursary and the Independent 

Students’ Bursary.  

A bursary does not have to be repaid.
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Student Loans are administered by SAAS on behalf of the Student Loans Company. 
Students can choose to apply for a loan to help with living costs such as accommodation, 
food and transportation. 
The maximum loan is between £4,750 to £5,750. The amount depends on household 
income, and what type of bursary a student may qualify for.   
Depending on individual circumstances, students may be able to apply for both a bursary 
and a loan. 
A loan has to be repaid but not until after April the following year from when a student 
graduates, or leaves their course.  At the moment students should start repaying the loan 
once they earn over £19390.  However, the Scottish Government have made a commitment 
from 2021 to raise this to an annual income of £25,000 before repayments are required.   
Students do not have to pay more than 9% of their income. 
 

 
Nursing and Midwifery students are entitled to a bursary. 
The full bursary amount for the each year of a three year course is £10000.  
If the course continues to a fourth year the bursary is reduced by 25% to £7500.  
The Nursing and Midwifery bursary is not income assessed therefore all eligible students 
will qualify for the full amount. Nursing and midwifery students studying in Scotland would 
not apply for a loan. This means that nursing and midwifery students will not have student 
loan repayments upon completion of their course. 
Other funds may be available if the student cares for a dependent or a child. 

Student Loans

Students can choose to apply for a student loan to help with living costs 

such as accommodation, food and transportation.

There is a maximum amount students can apply for, but they can apply 

for a lower amount if they choose. 

Students may be able to apply for both a bursary and a loan.

A loan is expected to be repaid gradually after the student completes 

their course.

Nursing and Midwifery Student Bursary

Nursing and Midwifery students are entitled to a bursary.  The full 

bursary amount for each year of a three year course is £10000. 

The Nursing and Midwifery bursary is not income assessed therefore all 

eligible students will qualify for the full amount. Nursing and Midwifery 

students studying in Scotland would not apply for a loan. 

Other funds may be available if the student cares for a dependent or a 

child.
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Depending on personal circumstances some grants are also available. 
The Dependants’ Grant, an income assessed grant if the student has an adult dependant  
A Lone Parents’ Grant if the student has a child 
The Disabled Students’ Allowance for extra expenses as a result of being on a course 
The Care Experienced Accommodation Grant for help towards accommodation costs in long 
holiday 
Students on health or nursing courses may also be able to claim some travel costs 
 

 
 
Other sources of funding 
Universities and colleges may offer their own scholarships and bursaries either as a one off 
payment, or for each year of a course.  They also have ‘discretionary funds’, formerly known 
as hardship funds, which students may qualify for for whilst studying 
There may also be additional funds available through other organisations and trusts.  The 
SAAS website maintains the Register for Educational Trusts and provides a guide to other 
funding.  The LEAPS Student Finance Section of our website also has some useful links.  
Thanks for listening.  You can view any of our other presentations in this section, or please 
go to our resource section, which accompanies the presentations, for links. 
 

Grants

Some grants are also available;

Dependants’ Grant

Lone Parents’ Grant

Disabled Students’ Allowance

Care Experienced Accommodation Grant

Other sources of funding

Universities and colleges may offer their own scholarships and bursaries.

There may also be additional funds available through other organisations and 

trusts.  The LEAPS Student Finance Section of our website has some useful 

links.


