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Course Outline 

 
Get the academic edge for university 

 

Introducing the course 

 

This course is designed to give you the skills and experience you need to make a positive transition from 

school to university. 

 

As a higher education student, you will be challenged to work effectively as an independent learner, 

developing and then putting into practice a new range of academic skills. You will also find a less 

hierarchical relationship with staff than at school, and more time spent working collaboratively to 

develop your own knowledge and ideas. 

This course introduces a range of practical learning strategies that will help you make a smooth 

transition into university. It is about arming you with the tools to be successful in your undergraduate 

studies. You will gain access to an authentic academic environment in which to experiment with new 

ways of thinking and a chance to engage and react to valuable feedback that you can take with you into 

your future studies. 

 

This course is 20 credits at SCQF Level 7 – i.e. 1st year university-level.1 

 

Learning approaches, spaces and timings 

 

Due to the Covid-19 crisis, how and where we teach the course is subject to review.   

Overall, the approach will be blended, with a mix of online and face-to-face on campus sessions. Closer 

to the start date of the course, we will confirm how this will look for you. 

 

Timings: in any instance, this course is timetabled for two sessions a week – Tuesday and Thursday 

afternoons. When independent study outside of these sessions is included, this amounts to 

approximately 6 hours a week. If working online, a ‘session’ might mean independent study – we will 

explain this prior to your starting with us. 

 

Bear with us while we work to provide you with the best course we can in the current circumstances.  

                                                 
1 The course has been validated by the Centre for Open Learning, University of Edinburgh. 



 

Whether online or face-to-face, the taught aspect of the course will be in the form of interactive 

lectures, workshops, tutorial discussion, online participation and independent study. You will also 

participate in project work, library research and meetings with tutors and students. As much of higher 

education utilises online spaces as part of the teaching, this experience will put you in good stead for 

your future studies. 

 

We will be using university online spaces for 

this course; Learn and Microsoft Teams. Both 

will be accessed via your course log-in (note 

that this will be different to your school log 

ins): We will provide you with log-ins over the 

summer prior to starting. There will be an 

introduction and orientation with these spaces 

prior to the course beginning. You are not 

expected to have advanced IT skills to be able 

to fully experience the course. Also, we don’t expect you to have expensive tech or devices – you 

should be able to access this all in school and at home provided you have access to a device and internet 

access. If you anticipate any difficulties with access, please inform us as soon as possible and 

we will work with you to resolve this. 

 

Assessment 

There will be 3 key pieces of work you will complete. 

 

There are two formal (marked) assessments: 

1. An individual written assessment of 1500 words on a learning-related theme. This will form 

60% of your overall mark. 

2. In a small team, you will work together to produce an academic poster for a poster 

conference. This will form 40% of your overall mark. 

 

There will be formative (not graded) assessments and feedback where you get the chance to try ideas 

and skills out before submitting your final graded work. The two assessments will give you an 

opportunity to demonstrate your writing, information gathering, referencing, critical thinking, discussion 

and presentation skills - all themes we will cover in depth within the course.  

 

3. You will also complete a personal Zine – this will be a ‘guide to your future self’ for when you 

start your studies for real in the future. Your Zine will be completed in class and independently, 

with guidance from the course team and tutors. This will not be graded, but you will receive 

feedback on your work. To the pass the course, this needs to be completed. 

 

All three assessments enable you to gain valuable insights and feedback before starting your future 

higher education studies. 

 

  

https://media.ed.ac.uk/channel/Academic%2BSkills%2BFilms/81312171


Course themes and topics 

 

Tutorial groups and your Tutor  

You will be allocated to a tutorial group made up of fellow students. Each week, you will spend a session 

with one tutor in a tutorial setting (online or on campus). Your group will be made up of students 

aiming to study different subjects in higher education, so you will benefit from being exposed to a range 

of different perspectives. Your tutors will be there to lead sessions and discussions, but also to share 

their experiences, support and to guide you with your work. 

 

Ethos 

Within the course we will place an emphasis on encouraging you to share ideas and to learn from 

others. We will also challenge some of the ideas you may already have about what it means to be an 

effective learner.  In order to make the most of the classes and resources, we ask you to 

enter the programme with an open mind. Come ready and willing to take new concepts on 

board, take part as best you can, and try out new learning strategies in new learning 

spaces.  



Social & Community 

 

We are really looking forward to welcoming you to the course, and the LEAPS community. There will 

be lots of opportunities for you to get to know others, both online and (we hope) in-person. Much like 

attending university, we hope the people you meet will be one of the best bits! 

 

Support 

 

LEAPS will support you every step of the way on this course. If you are having issues with your 

academic work or with the technology, the teaching team will be happy to help you. If anything crops up 

that is affecting your ability to attend the course or if something is going wrong for you, we have a 

fantastic support team to help you. We’ll have a dedicated online space for student support resources 

and an email address that is only used for support work and is only checked by that team. We will be 

there to help whatever the issue. 

 

Teaching staff 

The course will be led by Alice Smith with contributing academics and colleagues from our partner 

universities. We have lined up an exciting range of experts to work with you! 

 

If you have any questions before the beginning of the course please e-mail alice.c.smith@ed.ac.uk 

 

Timeline 

This is an indicative timeline. (note: there is a larger image below). 
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